THE   MYTHIC   CHRIST.               149

the Christian with these should prevent
the off-hand rejection of the latter as in
themselves incredible. A curious reason
is, indeed, given for this identity, one
that will scarcely find many adherents .in
modern days. Says Justin Martyr :
" Those who hand down the myths which
the poets have made adduce no proof to
the youths who learn them ; and we pro-
ceed to demonstrate that they have been
uttered by the influence of the wicked
demons, to deceive and lead astray the
human race. For having heard it pro-
claimed through the prophets that the
Christ was to come, and that the ungodly
among men were to be punished by fire,
they put forward many to be called sons
of Jupiter, under the impression that they
would be able to produce in men the idea
that the things which were said with regard
to Christ were mere marvellous tales, like
the things which were said by the poets/'
" And the devils, indeed, having heard
this wrashing published by the prophet,
instigated those who enter their temples,
and are about to approach them with
libations and burnt offerings, also to